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A contest for the best creations
made from Rings & Things products

Rings & Things invites you to show them your favorite handmade design —
it can be anything! Winning entries (with credit to the designer) could be
featured in their catalog and promotions. That's exposure to more than a
million people a year, worldwide! You can turn around and use this for "As
seen in" promotions of your own. 

Grand Prize: $500 R&T gift certificate

Five Category First Prizes: $100 R&T gift certificate

Five Category Honorable Mentions: $50 R&T gift certificate

Grand-prize winner will be selected from among first-place category winners.

Categories:

Glass 
Gemstones and Pearls
Nature
Mostly Metal
Clay (includes polymer clay)

For more information, click here
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Klew's Polymer Clay Retreat 2004

Annual Polymer Clay Retreat May 28-29-30-31, Tehachapi Mountain Park,
CA - Memorial Day Weekend. 

Welcome "Clayers" one and all! We are announcing
this early for you to plan and budget ahead. Klew will
process registrations as they come in. All you need to
do is send a SASE and your check or money order
made out to Karen Lewis for the amount of $150.00
to: 

RETREAT 
c/o Karen Lewis
435 West J Street
Tehachapi, CA 93561 

Sorry no phone registrations or Credits Cards. 

Beginning in March, clay campers will receive a
written confirmation letter. (Please bring this
confirmation letter with you to check in!). 

The camp is at Tehachapi Mountain Park
located...yes, you guessed it, in the Tehachapi
Mountains at approximately 5,000 feet elevation. We
are an hour from Bakersfield Airport and two hours
from Burbank Airport.

Camp check-in begins on Friday at 1:00 p.m. Check-
out is Monday, at 11 a.m. The cost for this event is
$150.00 per person; which includes three nights,
three days, your meals and plenty of fun! Some
minimal volunteer efforts are required from each clay
camper, i.e., taking fire extinguishers to and from
cabin, cleaning up after yourself, cabin clean up, and
light kitchen duty. 

The Spirited Bead & Klew's Gallery
435 West J Street
Tehachapi, CA 93561
Phone & Fax (661) 823-1930

For more information on Klew's retreat, click here

To contact Klew, click here
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Shrine Mont

It is time to think about registering for this year’s fourteenth annual
National retreat at Shrine Mont in Orkney Springs, Virginia, the
NPCG retreat, May 11th -16th 2004.

The setting is rustic and rural. There are no concierges, no
maids, no elevators AND no dishes to do, no meals to
prepare and you don’t even need to make your bed! There
is plenty of time to work and play in the twenty –four hour
workroom, make new friends and renew old friendships. 

The retreat is open to all polymer clay artists from
professionals to beginners. It differs from a conference or
workshop where your time is structured. Here you are free

to create your own day and share ideas. Many participants choose to share
their knowledge and experiences by volunteering to do scheduled
demonstrations. 

Deadline for registration is March 15. For the full 5 days, cost is $325.00 for
NPCG members and $355.00 for non-members (which includes one year
membership). For 3 days, cost is $220.00 for members and $250.00 for non
members (which includes one year membership).

A confirmation packet including full details will be sent via the email address
you provide mid March. If you prefer confirmation by mail, please enclose a
SASE. Your check will not be cashed until you have been confirmed. There
is a twenty dollar charge for cancellations prior to April 20th. No refunds will
be given after that date.

For Adobe registration form, click here

For more information, click here

For questions, contact Lindly Haunani

Photography by Cynthia Tinapple
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Romancing the Clay in France

Gwen Gibson returns once more to La Cascade, in the south of France, for
her popular one-week polymer clay workshop from July 15 - 22, 2004.

.

About the house; La Cascade is the name we've given our
17th century house in the small medieval village of Durfort in
the South of France. "La Cascade" well suits the house
because it's on a mountain stream whose waterfall fills the
house with its music. There's a terrace overlooking the stream
where we can eat by candlelight under the stars. Our chef,
Nese, prepares delicious, healthy meals using produce from
neighboring farms which we enjoy with wines of the region. La
Cascade is a large three-story house that currently sleeps

eight people, has a cool studio facing the stream, and a dining room with
French doors onto the terrace. La Cascade is perfect for renewal through
creativity and simple pleasures.

About the area: Durfort is an artisan village that's been devoted to the
making of copper vessels for centuries. Les  Montagnes Noir, a range of
wooded mountains that rise dramatically above Durfort offer miles of hiking
trails. One can start from the front door and hike forever. 

About Romancing the Clay: Each year brings new approaches, new
techniques and new discoveries as well as a reworking of old favorites. This
year I'm introducing a new feature; the clay clinic. Students will bring a few
representative pieces of their best work in order to see how they might tailor
what they learn in the workshop to fit their personal style. Since Romancing
the Clay in 2003, I've been exploring dyes, stamping inks and embossing
powders in a search for new and unusual surface effects. I'm looking forward
to sharing what I've come up with in Romancing the Clay 2004. 

The price for the week is $1650 which includes room, meals and class.
There will be two persons in each of three bedrooms.  Dates are the date of
arrival and departure -- seven nights with six days to romance the clay. 

Click here to visit Gwen's site for more information.
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